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     I would like to salute this program and the individuals for the graciousness and 
blessings of God in their hearts that they have shared with me.   
     When I first got out of prison on August 17, 2015, I was released to a place that 
was unpleasant to say the least.  Through the help of a FreedomWorks resident 
James, and FreedomWorks staff member Steve Stoltz, I was given the opportunity to 
become part of the program.  In doing so, I was able to regain my confidence and 
spiritual life through and by the Word of Jesus Christ. 
     With Godôs guidance and the FreedomWorks program, I gained full time 
employment.  I also started the process of becoming a father to my 2-year-old twins.  
After attending a Life Skills class on Credit Repair, taught by a FreedomWorks 
graduate Brady, I immediately started working on re-building my credit and was 
recently approved for my first line of credit.  The latest blessing was the encouragement I received from a brother in Christ and 
resident named Buck. I did not have a driverôs license.  However, due in large part to Buckôs support, I decided to press 
through the many obstacles to getting my MN driver license. I am proud to say that I my driving privileges have been legally 
restored.  FreedomWorks then was able to help me obtain a donated car through the FreedomWheels program. As if that 
wasnôt enough, God used a FreedomWorks mentor Kevin to help me get Christian-supported housing upon my completion of 
the program. 
     Seeing life through the eyes of truth in Jesus Christ, my outlook on life is more beautiful than it has ever been.  I want to 
thank everyone who surrounded me at FreedomWorks including staff, my mentor, Rick, and the ñDream Teamò of faithful 
women like Ruth, Diana and Klari who helped me reconcile with my family.  None of this could have been possible without the 
core values of the FreedomWorks mentorship program and its volunteers.  God bless you all.  - Your Brother in Christ --- David  
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2 Cor. 1:4 ñé. The God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to 
comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.ò 
     The first time I received a licking, I was about six years old.   My cousins and I stole some hot wheels from a 
Kmart store. The lickings turned into verbal, physical and emotional abuse until I was twelve. During this time my 
dad and my mom were fighting a lot and my dad was always taking it out on us. Now that Iôm older, I can now 
see that my mom started to take her frustrations out on me because of my dad. As I grew older I started lashing 
out on others. 
     It was within the span of one year that I lost my father to heart failure, my grandma to pneumonia and my best 
friend and closest sister Stephanie. One morning a sheriff appeared at our door and informed us that Stephanie 

and four other teenagers perished in car accident. The car flipped upside down in an irrigation ditch, and they all drowned. I was 
so hurt. It was during this time I started drinking and using drugs . I was so resentful of God, the world, and everything in it. 
     As time went on I would have four children, only to lose them and my wife due to my addiction. I was sentenced to four years 
in prison, and finally got to take a long, hard look at myself. During this time I underwent treatment, enrolled in other prison 
classes and read tons of books to learn how to master my emotions, let go of the past, grieve properly, and forgive my abusers. 
But most of all, I learned how to forgive myself.  
     But I was still missing something. Then Sammy, a FreedomWorks graduate said, ñI had to learn how to let others love me.ò  
The words really seemed to resonate with me. 
     At FreedomWorks I'm learning how to walk with God and have Jesus in my heart. And the more I give up trying to run the 
show, the better things will turn out if I have total trust in our Savior, every single day. I too now, am learning how to let others 
love me and help me grow and prosper on the right path. I think it's that missing piece that I've been searching 
for.               Yours Truly, Derrick 
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FreedomWheels is our program through which David, as well as other FreedomWorks 
residents have been able to acquire a vehicle.  If you have a vehicle that you would like to 

donate to FreedomWheels, please email george@myfreedomworks.com! 
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If interested in mentoring at FreedomWorks, please call the office or click on the Mentoring tab on our website. 



     FreedomWorks is seeking several individuals to serve on its Board of Directors. A Nominating Committee is currently 
conducting the selection process and will be recommending individuals to the board for consideration and appointment. In 
addition to considering appointments for terms expiring at the end of 2016, the board recently voted to add at least two new 
positions to the board.  
 
     The FreedomWorks board establishes the mission, goals and policies for FreedomWorks . The board ensures that the 
organization has necessary leadership and resources, meets client needs, and follows its mission. The FreedomWorks board 
meets approximately six times a year. Board members also serve on working subcommittees of the board. Board members 
must support the mission and vision of FreedomWorks and acknowledge its Statement of Faith. 
 
     If you would like to nominate someone for consideration by the board, please submit their name and contact information to 
Nominating Committee Chair Ronald Dobies at rdobies@comcast.net by July 15. Thank you for helping us identify leaders to 
further the important work of FreedomWorks ! 
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     Family is at the very heart and core of Godôs plan for humanity.  There are two institutions God ordained, the family and the 
church. In the beginning when God created mankind, He placed them within the formation of a family unit.  Adam and Eve 
became as one flesh and were told to be fruitful and multiply (Gen 1:28).  Scripture tells us that God saw everything He made 
and it was very good.  God was pleased with what He created, which included the family structure.  Immediately we see the 
enemy arrive on the scene to destroy what God had instituted in the family.  Murder rose up in the first family to kill their 
offspring when Cain slew Abel.  The family unit was under attack then and it still is today.   
 
     As a former Lieutenant with MN Corrections I had seen firsthand the breakdown of the family. The prison population of 
men has grown leaps and bounds leaving behind casualties of this war. These casualties include the children and their 
mothers that now have to raise them on their own.  
 
     Members of todayôs society are fast leaving behind any thoughts of their neighbors, their brothers or their sistersðthe 
family at large. The shift is to an all-about-me attitude. As a result, an entire generation of fatherless families are leaving 
behind a legacy of abandonment to a new generation of fatherless families. 
 
     One of the goals of FreedomWorks is to reconcile men coming out of incarceration back into Godôs original design for them 
as fathers.  This begins by taking ownership, learning to forgive, and moving forward in Christ in love.    
 
     The new Family Matters initiative will include opening the Community Bible Studies (CBS) on Monday evenings to women 
and dedicating time at the Tuesday Night Life Skills classes and Thursday Night Connections to include teachings on 
parenting and marriage.  

Family Matters -  Our new initiative to actively and effectively help our residents reconcile with their families. 

      When the Community Bible Study starts up again on September 12th, it will be 
open to women, including those connected with FreedomWorks as well as female 
family members of the FreedomWorks residents. 
     CBS will meet at Faith Baptist Churchð4350 Russell Ave. N Minneapolis, MN 
55412 from 7 to 8:30 PM   

For women that would like to participate in the CBS, please let us know at admin@myfreedomworks.com 

By Doris RobinsonðBoard Member 



Who would have ever thought that, after coming out of prison ten years ago, I would become the Executive Director of such 
a blessed ministry? Today I am deeply encouraged by how God affirms the leadership at FreedomWorks. In order for me to 
share my perspective of how God has assembled our current staff, I will take the liberty of reviewing some history. 
   
Over a year ago God brought the ministry a huge support in Jeff Schwartz. When Jeff was applying for the Admin position 

he naturally wondered if his past criminal record would hinder him from being considered. I jokingly said ñThis is the one place 
where your past is working for youò.  A number of months after Jeff came on board, Steve Stoltz, who is a FreedomWorks 
graduate that had worked fulltime with me for two years, was lead to serve fulltime with another recovery ministry. We are 
fortunate, however, to still have Steve working here on a part time basis.  In March God brought yet another FreedomWorks 
Graduate, Drew Drechsel, on staff. Drew took a part-time role overseeing the men in the evening and weekend programs while 
at the same time continuing his daytime carpenter position.  In April, Curtis Brittan took on a new role as a chaplain here at 
FreedomWorks. Like the rest of us, Curtis comes out of a background of serving time in prison himself. As Curtis states ñI know 
what it is like going from prison to praiseò. 
    
In Matthew 4, Jesus called his disciples, none of whom were professional ministers. None had divinity degrees, and in all 

fairness, they looked like broken men lost in a darkened world.  He did not pick the qualified but qualified those He picked. 
 
From all appearances, the current FreedomWorks staff, including me, may look to some as if the selection were out of the 

1980ôs movie, ñThe Bad News Bearsò or possibly the ñIsland of Misfitsò from ñRudolf the Red Nose Reindeerò. But in this case 
the screen writer of all the episodes is the Master Screen Writer of all, the one and only Living God, Jesus Christ. He knows all 
too well that each one of us has experienced the brokenness of what it feels like to be absent from the truth and the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ. More importantly we all know the Freedom of him who has set us free. John 8:36 ñIf the Son makes you free, 
you will be free indeed.ò 
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   On April 28, FreedomWorks held our annual benefit 
dinner at Lord of Life Lutheran Church in Maple Grove.  
It was an evening filled with rich blessings and the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  Over 350 guests were served 
a delicious meal prepared and served by faithful 
volunteers of the ministry.  The meal was followed by a 
truly inspirational night of music by Robert Robinson. 
The hearts of the audience were filled with the spirit of 
changed lives through the power of Jesus Christ. We 
were able to step into the lives they once lived by the 
use of video and hearing of their personal testimonials. 
More importantly we were able to witness a new life 
God has empowered them to live. The evening 
concluded with a beautiful cross mosaic that tied the FW 
residents, volunteers, donors and community together 
as one body serving Christ and one another.  A truly 
Holy inspired evening. 
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     We would like to thank all those who attended the event for their 
presence with us that evening, for your prayers, service hours to the 
ministry and your financial gifts.  We would like to say ñThank Youò to 
everyone who helped to make this event a success.   On July 21, at 
the FreedomWorks House, we will be hosting an appreciation BBQ, 
starting at 6 PM.  This will be a chance to spend more time with our 
residents and hear more of their transformational stories as they 
walk the path of reconciliation to God, Family and Community. 
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By George Lang, Director 

If you are interested in volunteering with building projects at FreedomWorks this summer, email george@myfreedomworks.com 


